A case report of the transport of an infant with a tension pneumopericardium.
Neonatal pneumopericardium is a potentially fatal complication of positive-pressure ventilation and has become rare with the advent of surfactant replacement therapy. The clinical diagnosis, stabilization, treatment, and nursing care of an infant with pneumopericardium has not previously been discussed in the nursing literature. In this case report, delays in the recognition and definitive treatment of the pneumopericardium were encountered, resulting in the transport of an infant with a tension pneumopericardium and pneumoperitoneum. Root-cause analysis is used to identify contributing factors and examine system changes necessary to prevent the transport of another patient with a similar potentially life-threatening condition. Pneumopericardium should be suspected in any infant with an acute deterioration, especially in the presence of normal, equal breath sounds and muffled heart sounds, because prompt recognition and definitive treatment may be life-saving.